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Follow us on Social Media!
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Thank You

to our Sponsors

DIAMOND

to our Sponsors

Thank You
to our Sponsors
PLATINUM
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Thank You
to our Sponsors

GOLD

Thank You
to our Sponsors

SILVER
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Thank You
to our General Sponsors

Login using your 
ilbigi.org username 

& password.

Scan the code or go
to connect.ilbigi.org.
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Big I Illinois has been providing members with a 
sustainable competitive advantage since 1899.

GET INVOLVED TODAY!

“Making connections gave me a great network of friendly professionals 
that all share similar challenges and similar successes.”

– Bill Wirth

“I’m involved in the association because of the opportunities it provides to 
grow our business. Some of the best professionals I know are involved and 
making change within the industry, so spending time with them, learning 
from them, has helped me quite a bit in my career.”

– Allyson Padilla

• Agency Management
• Auto Insurance
• Banking
• Cancellations & Non-Renewals
• Crop

• Cyber
• Employer Compliance
• Flood
• Health Insurance
• Home, Car and Ride Sharing

• Licensing
• Premium Fund Trust Account
• Rebating
• Record Retention
• Workers’ Compensation

And So Much More!

Solutions and 
Resources for 
Your Agency

Big I Illinois continues to be your #1 resource by providing answers 
and guidance on dozens of topics in an easy-to-navigate format.

ilbigi.org/resources/solution-center
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Make Hiring Easier with +

Scan this code or go to
tinyurl.com/Big-I-IL-

CareerPlug
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MARKETPLACE
REPORT
2025 Illinois Property
& Casualty Insurance

Loss Ratios

Premium Growth Rates

Commission Data

Line of Business Details

Surplis Lines Utilization

Penetration Rates

ilbigi.org/marketplace-report

go.ilbigi.org/HomeBusiness
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Giving Big I Illinois agency members the opportunity to 
exchange and share information, ideas, resources, and 

experiences pertaining to issues impacting them.

Login using your ilbigi.org username & password.

Scan the code or go to connect.ilbigi.org.

Education Opportunities

And so many more! ilbigi.org/education
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SCHOLARSHIP

Includes:
• Pre-Licensing Class

• Licensing Exam & Fee

• New Hire Training

• Sales & Leadership Conference

chooseindependent.com/scholarship

For individuals new to the
insurance industry, no matter the age!
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Agency Compensation 360 is LIVE — and it’s your chance to get exclusive, 
independent agency-specific salary, benefits, and commission data.

The more agents who take the survey, the better the results for everyone!

catalyit.com/comp360/ilbigi

go.ilbigi.org/360Cal
Add a reminder to your calendar!

CONVO
2024
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It’s not just about being able to pass the test. It’s about 
retaining the information and building the foundation your 

new hire needs to have a successful career. 

Designed by experienced agents for
the next generation of great agents.

If you have several employees that need 
licensed, consider an in-house class!

What sets us apart?
Scan this code with
your phone to find out!

Property & Casualty

Life & Health

ILPrelicensing.com
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Pere Marquette Hotel & Peoria Civic Center

ILConvention.com
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Golf Outing &
Annual Meeting 

2025
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Winter
Meeting 2025

Go to go.ilbigi.org/Swiss-Re
or scan the code for details.

Prevent.
Our risk management resources keep your agency from making 
common preventable mistakes.

Protect.
Our superior coverage through SwissRe and our expert claims teams 
are in your corner in the event of a claim.

Prosper.
When you know you have the best agency E&O protection, you can 
focus on growing your most important asset – your business.
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2025 Southern IL
Cardinals vs Cubs
Baseball Outing
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Big I Illinois has been providing members with a 
sustainable competitive advantage since 1899.

GET INVOLVED TODAY!

“Making connections gave me a great network of friendly professionals 
that all share similar challenges and similar successes.”

– Bill Wirth

“I’m involved in the association because of the opportunities it provides to 
grow our business. Some of the best professionals I know are involved and 
making change within the industry, so spending time with them, learning 
from them, has helped me quite a bit in my career.”

– Allyson Padilla
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October 22 – Golf Entertainment Center & Networking – Edwardsville

January 16 – Lake & DuPage County Legislative Events

February 5-6 – Farm Agents Council Mid-Winter Meeting – East Peoria

March 12 – Sales and Leadership Conference – Northern IL 

March 19 – Chicagoland March Madness Watch Party – Des Plaines

March TBD – Women in Insurance Conference – Central IL 

April 14 - Insurance Industry Legislative Day – The Inn 835, Springfield

April 22-24  – Big I Legislative Conference – The Westin, Washington, D.C.

May 7 – Sales and Leadership Conference – Southern IL /STL 

2025-2026 Events

June 6 – Southern IL Golf Outing – Carbondale (Tentative) 

Summer of 2026 – Roadshows

July – DuPage Golf Outing – Arrowhead 

August – Cub/Cardinal Events 

September 17 – Southern IL Wine Tour – Carterville (Tentative)

September 29-October 3 – Big I Fall Leadership Conference - Baltimore, MD

October 14-16 – CONVO – Peoria, IL 

2025-2026 Events
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2025-2026 Executive Committee

Thomas Evans, Jr.

President

Cindy Jackman

Secretary/
Treasurer

Cobden, IL

President-Elect

Springfield, IL

George Daly

National Director
- IIABA

Orland Park, IL

Brian Ogden

Vice President

Petersburg, IL

Patrick Taphorn

Chairperson

Peoria, IL Crystal Lake, IL

Chris Leming

Mohammed
Ali

Evanston, IL

Steve
Foster

Virden, IL

Blake

Knox

Greenville, IL

2025-2026 Directors

Tanner

Freiburg

Quincy, IL
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Rebecca
Kohn

Skokie, IL

Luis
Tayahua

Berwyn, IL

Sharon 
Waldvogel

Roselle, IL

Andrea
Wallace

Glen Carbon, IL

2025-2026 Directors

Brian
Konen

Aurora, IL

Kevin
Lesch

Elgin, IL

Patrick 
Muldowney

Chicago, IL

Luke
Sandrock

Morrison, IL

Ken
Samson

Northbrook, IL

2025-2026 At-Large Board Members
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Joey Samuelson

Education
Committee

Bloomington, IL

Cody Imming

Young Agents 
Committee

Carlyle, IL

Noele Tatlock

Planning & 
Coordination
Committee

Pekin, IL

2025-2026 Committee Chairs

Ray Roentz

Technology
Committee

Jerseyville, IL 

Trent Munson

Farm Agents Council

Princeton, IL

Dustin Peterson

Government 
Relations
Committee

Clinton, IL

2025-2026 Committee Chairs

Chas Hruska 

Chicagoland
Committee

Downers Grove, IL 
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Get Involved!

Find out all you need to know about serving 
on a Big I Illinois Committee or Board! 

Tuesday, November 5 at 10:00 AM 

Association 101 Webinar

ilbigi.org/events/association-101-volunteering
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go.ilbigi.org/Umbrella

When it’s time to choose E&O coverage for your agency, select the 
protection that works in the world of ever-changing markets and 
business flux.

Utica has been providing E&O coverage since 1966. Our seasoned team 
of service-oriented underwriters and claims staff understand the 
complexities of E&O Coverage.

go.ilbigi.org/Utica
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Join us!
Monthly Meetings Group in CONNECT

2025 
Southern IL 

Ethics & 
Wine Tour
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Thank You

to our Sponsors

DIAMOND

to our Sponsors

Thank You
to our Sponsors
PLATINUM
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Thank You
to our Sponsors

GOLD

Thank You
to our Sponsors

SILVER
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Thank You
to our General Sponsors

Make sure you are receiving all Big I Illinois publications! 

Go to your profile at ILBigI.org and click on subscriptions.

Email Publications
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• Insurance Law and Regulations
• Employment Practices, Labor, Discrimination
• Contracts

And So Much More!

Get answers to your legal 
questions – for FREE!

The Legal Services Hotline is available to member agencies at no charge.

ilbigi.org/legal-hotline

• Negligence
• Errors and Omissions
• Business Law, Planning and Accounting

Activate Your 
Free CareerPlug Account
Today!

ilbigi.org/careerplug

Hiring & Assessment Software
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Big I Illinois has you covered!

go.ilbigi.org/bond

Producer Bond Program
The State of Illinois, Department of Insurance, 
requires a bond if the producer does not have 
a direct contract with the insurer. 

Only $25 per licensee
NO CHARGE for the agency

Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

$2,000 -2,500
Praxmarer, Luke F.

Big I IL DuPage

The Plexus Groupe LLC

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

$5,000
Alliant/Mesirow

Farm Agents Council
Michael Mackey

The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc.

$4,000
Big I Illinois Southern IL

$1,500
Chris Leming – Troxell
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Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Dustin A. Peterson

Luke Sandrock

Gregory A. Sandrock

Troxell

Michael E. Wojcik

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

Arlington Roe

Cornerstone Agency, Inc.

George Daly

Joshua Garrett

Evan Manning

$500-1,000

Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

1st Fed Insurance Services, LLC dba Killam Englund Ins 
Agency, Inc.
AAdvantage Insurance Group LLC
Acrisure Midwest
Alera Group
AssuredPartners of Illinois, LLC
Blank's Insurance Agency
Buttrey-Wulff-Mamminga Agency, Inc.
Cindy Jackman
Combined Services, Inc.
Compass Insurance
Dasco Insurance Agency, Inc.
Dean, Clay
Dustin Peterson
Eclipse Insurance Agency, LLC

$250-499

Equity Insurance Agency, Inc.
Erland Insurance Agency
First State Insurance
Foppe Insurance Agency, Inc.
Freiburg Insurance Agency
Frisbie & Lohmeyer, Inc.
Frost Group Inc.
Gaddis, Christopher
Green, Joshua J.
Held Insurance Agency
Hruska IV, Charles
I I P Insurance Agency, Inc.
Imming Insurance Agency
Imming, Dan C.
Inner-City Underwriting Agency, Inc.
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Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

James T. Shanahan Agency, Inc.
Insurance Providers Group 
Langlois Insurance Agency
Leffelman & Associates, Inc.
LiFonti Insurance Services, Ltd.
Likes Insurance Agency, Inc.
Loman-Ray Insurance Group LLC
Meyer-Jochums Agency, Inc.
Northern Insurance Service Ottawa, LTD
Ogden Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ogden, Brian A.
Oliver & Associates, LLC
Olsick & Company Insurance
Padilla, Allyson M.
Patton Insurance Group LLC dba Howell Insurance Agency

$250-499

Paul T. Price & Son, Inc.
Peterson Insurance Services, Inc.
Peterson, Jay A.
Porter-Hay Insurance Agency
Ramey Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ramsey Financial Services Inc.
Richard E. Bechtold Agency, Inc.
Roanoke Insurance Group
Roentz, Raymond
S.T. Neswold & Associates, Inc.
Saliba-Yewell Insurance Services, Inc.
Samson, Kenneth M.
Schwaller Insurance Agency, Inc.
Secure Futures, Ltd.
Sedlak LLC dba Schmale Insurance Agency

Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

$250-499

Assurance Brokers, Ltd.
A F I Insurance Agency, Inc
Abis Insurance Services Inc
Affiliated Insurance Agencies
AgData Insurance Services, Inc.
Anderson Insurance Agency
Anthem Insurance Group, Inc.
Assurity Insurance Agency Inc.
Bair Insurance Agency
Beck Insurance Agency
Beil & Stromberg Insurance
Brown's Insurance Agency Inc.
Bussian Insurance Agency
Chartwell Insurance Services, Inc.

$1-200

Shepherd, Melissa
Siegert-Lees Insurance Services, LLC
Squier Insurance Agency, Inc.
The Daniel & Henry Co.
The Horton Group, Inc.
The Whitworth-Horn-Goetten Ins. Agency
Tingley Insurance Agency, Inc.
Tricor, LLC
Unland Insurance & Benefits
West Central Insurance Agency, Inc.
West's  Insurance Agency, Inc.
Winters, LLP
Yaekel & Associates Ins. Service, Inc.
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Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

Clark Carroll Insurance Agency, Inc.
Clemens & Associates, Inc.
Clennon Insurance Agency
Concklin Insurance Agency, Inc.
Coulter Insurance Agency
Crossroads Insurance Services
Danielle Duerr & Associates Inc.
Davis Agency
DeRubeis Insurance Agency, Inc.
Dotzert, Julius
Dozier Insurance Agency, Inc.
Elim Risk Advisors, LLC
Fairchild, Michael
Feese Insurance Agency Inc
First National Insurance Services, Inc
Forest Insurance
Funk Insurance Associates

$1-249 Gaddis, Christopher
Gardner-Whitworth Ins. Group
Gee-Schussler Insurance
George Ryan, Jr. Insurance Group, Inc.
Gully & Hechler Insurance Agency
Hansen, Morgan
Hardy, Shelby A.
Harnist Insurance Agency, Inc.
Hebert, Jennifer
Hepner Insurance Agency, Inc.
Insurance Support Systems, Inc.
InsureChampaign
Ishmael Insurance Services, Inc.
Jackson & Gray Co., Inc.
Johnson Agency
Johnson, Harry
Kaczmarzyk Agency, Inc.

Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

Kane Insurance Group, Inc.
Kennedy, Shannan M.
Kilgus, Dayton
Kirkpatrick Jones & Herzog Ins Agy. Inc.
Koch Insurance Agency, Inc.
Kulin-Sohn Insurance Agency, Inc.
Lalor, Karen J.
Leonardi Insurance Agency
Lincoln Insurance Agency
Mahorney, Michael
McKellar, Robertson, McCarty, & Click Insurance Agency, 
Ltd.
Mealiff Insurance & Financial Services, LLC
Mealiff, Gregg
Miller Insurance Agency

$1-249
Minton Insurance & Associates, LLC
Monge, Trent
Mudd Insurance Group, Inc.
Mudd, Austin R.
Musso Insurance Agency
Myers Insurance Group, Inc.
North Shore Risk Management, LLC
North Wayne Insurance Agency, Inc.
Northern Illinois Insurance Clinic, Inc dba Marvin Uecker Insurance 
Agency
Northwest Insurance Services, ISU Northwest Insurance Services, 
Arlington Financial, Ltd.
OnQuote Insurance
Partners Hometown Insurance Agency LLC
Paul W. Kaiser & Associates, Inc. North Shore Insurance Agency, Inc.
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Your Big I Illinois State Political Action Committee (State PAC) supports 
candidates for and members of the Illinois General Assembly who support the 
legislative agenda of independent agents. State PAC is a bi-partisan committee, 
making significant contributions to both Republican and Democratic candidates 
for state office.

Thank you to our State PAC Contributors & Supporters

Peak Insurance Agency, Inc.
Powers Insurance and Risk Management
Premier Ag Partners, LLC
Preston Insurance Agency Illinois, LLC
Prime Insurance Agency, Ltd.
Railside Citrus Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ray Insurance Agency, LLC
Retiremax Insurance
Risk Management Solutions of America, Inc.
Sager Insurance Group, LLC
Sauk Valley Insurance, Inc.
SC Crop Insurance Agency Inc
Soterra Insurance Group
Staley Insurance Agency
Stanley's Insurance Agency, Inc

$1-249
Straughn Insurance Agency
The Insurance House, Inc.
The Williamson Agency
Trausch Insurance Agency, Ltd.
Ulrich Insurance Agency
United Financial Services, Inc.
VanDenBerghe Agency
W. M. Lauhoff & Company Bonds and Insurance
Way Insurance Services LLC
Wehling Insurance Agency
William Rademacher Agency, Inc dba Par Insurance Agency
Willow Insurance Services, Inc.
Wirth Agency
Wohltman-Aherin Agency, Ltd.
Yaekel, Luke
Yingling & Nuessen Agency

Your State PAC supports candidates for and 
members of the Illinois General Assembly 
who support the legislative agenda of 
independent agents. 

Big I Illinois State PAC accepts both 
individual and corporate contributions!

- Contribute online at my.ilbigi.org/donate
- Scan the code to the right
- See a Big I Illinois staff member
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go.ilbigi.org/Manual
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Shannon Churchill

Director of Information & Technology

- Agency Analytics & Technology

- CONVO Coordinator

- Farm Agents Council Liaison

Brett Gerger, CIC

Director of Education & Agency 
Resources

- Education

- Pre-Licensing

- Statutory & Regulatory Compliance

Tami Hubbell, CIC

Accounting & Administrative Services

- Tradeshow

- Accounts Payable & Receivable

- Advertising Sales

- Event Registration

Big I Illinois Staff

Jennifer Jacobs, SHRM-CP

Director of Human Resources

- Human Resources Best Practices

- Employee Benefits

- Hiring Resources

- Board Administrator

Mark Kuchar, CPA

Chief Financial Officer

- Accounting

- Tax Inquiries

- Agency Payment Solutions

Phil Lackman, IOM

Chief Executive Officer

- Big I Illinois/IIABA Management

- Strategic Planning

- Press Inquiries

Lori Mahorney, CISR Elite

Director of Membership Services

- Agency Membership

- Associate Membership

Big I Illinois Staff

Evan Manning

Director of Government Relations

- Current & Pending Legislation

- Political Action Committees

- Legislative Events
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Kristi Osmond, CISR Elite

Office Admin/Education Assistant

- Class & Event Registration

- Education/Pre-Licensing 
Requirements

Rachel Romines

Director of Communications

- Publications

- Trusted Choice

- Agency Marketing

- Trusted Choice

Big I Illinois Staff

Carol Wilson

Director of Professional Liability and Ins. Products

- Errors & Omissions

- Cyber Liability

- Premium Financing

- Agency & Client Coverages
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Is your website firing on all cylinders? Is your social 
media presence effective? 

Get a FREE Review of Your Agency Website. Sign 
up for a FREE Digital Review from Trusted Choice!

We have conducted over 1,500 Digital Reviews for 
members and 80% of participants have made 
changes to improve their site based on the report. 

Digital Review

Trustedchoice.independentagent.com
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Don’t have enough time for 
social media management? 

Let Social Jazz and Trusted 
Choice handle it for you. 

Link your platforms, choose your 
focus, and plan 12 months of 
content in a breeze. Edit as you 
like and check social media off 
your to-do list. 

trustedchoice.independentagent.com/social-jazz/
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Congratulations to 
the following 

individuals who have 
earned their CIC 

designation over the 
last year.  

Timothy Blader UA, CIC, March McLennan, Downers Grove, IL

Brett Egan CIC, Compass Insurance Partners, Gibson City, IL 

Max Katzbeck CIC, J. Krug, Itasca, IL

Shane Robinson CIC, Compass Insurance Partners, Lexington, IL

Michelle Russell-Schrilla CIC, Skyward Specialty Insurance, Elgin, IL 

Congratulations to 
the following 

individuals who have 
earned their CISR 

designation over the 
last year.  

Victoria Ashbeck CISR, Envision Insurance Group, Peoria, IL

Stephanie Brewer CISR, Insurance Office of America (IOA), Gibson City, IL

Jennifer Croslow CISR, Compass Insurance Partners, Lerna, IL

Miranda Kaufman CISR, Compass Insurance Partners, Gibson City, IL

Christine Kost CISR, Hotchkiss Insurance Agency, LLC, Evergreen Park, IL

Casey Lee CISR, AW Anderson Agency, Durand, IL

Ana Martinez CISR, Union Insurance Group, Chicago, IL

Tracy Ruff CISR, Dimond Bros. Insurance, Downers Grove, IL

Melissa Sabotta CISR, Envision Insurance Group, Putnam, IL

Maegan Walton CISR, Connor & Gallagher OneSource, Lisle, IL

Daniel Waszak CISR, Union Insurance Group, Chicago, IL
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Congratulations to 
the following 

individuals who have 
earned their 

CISR Elite 
designation over the 

last year.  

Kimberly Houseman CISR Elite
Compass Insurance Partners
Watseka, IL

Anna Victoria Sloboda CISR Elite
Acrisure, LLC, 
Bloomingdale, IL

Upcoming Events

Mid-Winter Meeting
February 5-6, 2026

Par-A-Dice Hotel, East Peoria

Annual Meeting & Golf Outing
June 11-12, 2026

DoubleTree Hotel, Bloomington

www.ILFarmAgents.com
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tinyurl.com/BigIImpactStudy

InsurPac

Thank you to the 2025 Big “I” InsurPac Contributors. InsurPac is the 
federal political action committee for independent insurance agents & 
brokers. It is the largest property-casualty agent PAC with over 5,000 
donors each election cycle.

Platinum Club

$2,500 - 4,999
Craig Kliethermes

Kevin Lesch

Luke Sandrock

Millennium Club

$5,000
Luke Praxmarer

Gregory Sandrock

Michael Wojcik
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Ali, Mohammed

Daly, George

Evans, Tom

Foster, Steven

Hruska, Charles

Imming, Cody

Jackman, Cindy

Centennial Club
$1,000 - 2,499

Klobnak, Jen

Korach, Rebecca

Leming, Christopher

Lukens, Lisa

McMillan, Jeff

Ogden, Brian

Padilla, Allyson

Peterson, Dustin

Gold Club
$500 - 999

Cass, Jason

Concklin, Craig

Curry, Amiri

Gunn, Nick

Henricks, Todd

Imming, Daniel

Jones, Brent

InsurPac

Peterson, Jay

Reynolds, Danny

Roentz, Ray

Sager, James

Taphorn, Patrick

Tatlock, Noele

Waldvogel, Sharon

White, Robert

Thank you to the 2025 Big “I” InsurPac Contributors. InsurPac is the 
federal political action committee for independent insurance agents & 
brokers. It is the largest property-casualty agent PAC with over 5,000 
donors each election cycle.

Kohn, Rebecca

Lackman, J Phillip

Mickley, Todd

Polzin, Lindsey

Wallace, Andrea

Widolff, Gerard

Dougherty, Kevin
Dykstra, Brent

Gaddis, Christopher
Germanos, Gregg

Kiesewetter, Daniel
Langlois, Matthew

Manning, Evan
Murphy, Jeffrey
Price, Richard

Rademacher, Keith
Sedlak, Richard
Sobel, Michael
Wirth, William

InsurPac
Pioneer Club

$250 - 499

Clark Carroll
Brent Dykstra

George Germanos
Gregg Germanos

Luke Gruden
Ronald Hechler
Jennifer Jacobs
Joshua Kaburick

Mark Kakenmaster
Tony LiFonti

Louis Palanca
Nancy Schwaller

George Stone
Claire Zanger

Founders Club
$150-249

Beck, Kevin
Bizarri, Mary

Brammeier, Eric
Chapman, John
Clennon, Diane
Feeney, Kevin
Jenner, Mark
Johnson, Kyle
Mikan, Joseph
Moore, Barb

Radwanski, Gene

Supporter
$1-149

Riehle-Moeller, 
Steve

Schmitz, Gerard
Slaw, Craig

Squier, Charles
Straughn, Duane
VanDeVelde, Pat
Walsh, Thomas

Thank you to the 2025 Big “I” InsurPac Contributors. InsurPac is the 
federal political action committee for independent insurance agents & 
brokers. It is the largest property-casualty agent PAC with over 5,000 
donors each election cycle.
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InsurPac

One of the largest and most 
recognized PACs on Capitol Hill. 

In the 2024 U.S. election, InsurPac
disbursed over $2.5 million to a total of 
278 federal campaigns, winning 268 of 
them for a 96% victory rate.

Let’s grow InsurPac! 
If each agency gives $100 = $4 million
If each agency gives $250 = $10 million

Visit www.InsurPac.com

National
Legislative
Conference

2025

Interested in attending? 
Scan the code or go to
go.ilbigi.org/FLC2026
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Save the Date

April 14, 2026
Inn at 835 and Illinois State Library, Springfield 

InsuranceLegislativeDay.org
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Agency Compensation 360 is LIVE — and it’s your chance to get exclusive, 
independent agency-specific salary, benefits, and commission data.

The more agents who take the survey, the better the results for everyone!

catalyit.com/comp360/ilbigi

go.ilbigi.org/360Cal
Add a reminder to your calendar!

Designed to unlock the

of our industry’s future leaders. 

personal and professional  
growth potential

Use Promo Code: CONVORIPP to save $100! Expires 10/15.  

ilbigi.org/ripp
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Association Past Presidents
R. W. Hosmer, Chicago               (1899-1900, 1905-1906)

John Wachenheimer, Peoria (1900-1901)

Charles P. Whitney, Chicago (1901-1902)

Clarence S. Pellet, Chicago (1902-1903)

Frank Dooing, Springfield (1903-1904)

R. F. Streuver, Peru (1904-1905)

S. D. Section, East St. Louis (1906-1907)

Adam Spitler, Mattoon (1909-1910)

Henry F. Arnold, Galesburg (1910-1911)

John H. Wood, Bloomington        (1911-1912)

Charles F. Hildreth, Freeport       (1912-1913)

Shirley E. Moisant, Kankakee     (1913-1914)

IIAI
N. W. Tomblin, Aurora                        (1914-1915)

E. R. Partlow, Danville                        (1916-1917)

George North Taylor, Streator             (1917-1918)

A. A. Bartlett, Galesburg                     (1918-1920)

J. S. Giberson, Alton                            (1920-1922)

A. J. Anderson, Kewanee                     (1922-1924)

Ross C. Sherman, Waukegan              (1924-1926)

J. M. Newberger, Chicago                    (1926-1928)

Robert W. Troxell, Springfield             (1928-1932)

Rockwood Hosmer, Chicago                (1932-1933)

Alvin S. Keys, Springfield                    (1933-1935)

Frank J. Budelier, Rock Island             (1935-1937)

Association Past Presidents
Herbert Stewart, Chicago              (1937-1938)

William H. Jennings, Jr., Rockford (1938-1940)

Lyle H. Gift, Peoria (1940-1941)

N. McCullogh Winters, Quincy (1941-1943)

James H. Beattie, Rockford (1943-1945)

Merle A. Read, Joliet (1945-1946)

Russell L. Sprouse, Springfield (1946-1948)

Lymand D. Drake, Jr., Chicago (1948-1949)

Frank H. Hawk, Peoria (1949-1951)

W. H. Redeker, Centralia (1951-1953)

William P. Morrisey, Alton (1953-1954)

H. W. Mullins, CPCU, Rockford (1954-1955)

IIAI
Joseph F. Prola, Springfield (1955-1956)

Joseph A. Naughten, Chicago (1956-1957)

Charles A. Bryant, Peoria (1957-1958)

Frank R. Miley, CPCU, Peoria (1958-1959)

Fred O. Waller, Galva (1959-1960)

Harry C. Parrish, Paris                 (1960-1961)

James S. Woodworth, Jr., CPCU, Robinson (1961-1962)

Thomas K. Sprague, Jr., Joliet (1962-1963)

Robert L. Shade, Decatur (1963-1964)

Robert B. Stitt, Chicago (1964-1965)

Cal W. Schuneman, CPCU, Prophetstown (1965-1966)

Leland R. Crank, East St. Louis (1966-1967)
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Association Past Presidents
Peter M. Wolff, Chicago (1967-1968)

Robert L. Newell, CPCU, Ashland     (1968-1969)

Jack E. Deveau, CPCU, Rockford     (1969-1970)

H. Bernard Jacobs, Bloomington (1970-1971)

Richard G. Jones, Mattoon (1971-1972)

Jack Payan, CPCU, Palos Heights    (1972-1973)

Marvin R. Marsh, Champaign (1973-1974)

Warren Osenberg, DeKalb (1974-1975)

William L. Laird, CPCU, Batavia (1975-1976)

Harold E. Parr, Princeton (1976-1977)

Gerald Butts, CPCU, Moline (1977-1978)

Arthur L. Tyler, Champaign (1978-1979)

Edward D. Bowman, CPCU, Westmont   (1979-1980)

IIAI
James M. Hardesty, Peoria (1980-1981)

L. Dwayne Query, Rochelle (1981-1982)

David B. Lowe, CPCU, Sterling (1982-1983)

Richard B. Baker, CPCU, Arlington Heights (1983-1984)

Larry Rollings, CIC, Arcola (1984-1985)

Roy E. Robinson, Springfield (Honorary) (1984-1985)

Ralph Swank, Jr., CPCU, Waukegan    (1985-1986)

Bruce Osenberg, DeKalb                      (1986-1987)

Dale McNeely, Taylorville                   (1987-1988)

Ronald M. Whitaker, CIC, New Lenox (1988-1989)

William S. Beam, Moline                    (1989-1990)

Edward W. Bowman, Burr Ridge         (1990-1991)

Thomas J. Tropp, Chicago                    (1991-1992)

Association Past Presidents
Ray Mead, Peoria (1952-1955)

Walter A. Corcoran, Quincy         (1953-1954)

E. E. Bartlett, Moline (1954-1955)

Don Amos, DeKalb  (1955-1956)

John B. Read, Sr., Chicago (1956-1958)

George R. Dressler, Chicago       (1958-1959)

Orville L. Varland, Rockford         (1959-1961)

Ira C. Johnson, Aurora (1961-1963)

Wayne E. Varland, Rockford        (1963-1964)

J. E. Russell, Glen Ellyn (1964-1965)

Fred Moe, Springfield               (1965-1966)

Herbert Richter, Mt. Carroll          (1966-1967)

PIA
Dale R. Bybee, Quincy                          (1967-1968)

Frank E. Roth, Jr., New Windsor          (1968-1969)

Gilbert J. Koenning, Beecher                (1969-1970)

Ellsworth Windett, Yorkville                (1970-1971)

Curt Mahaffey, El Paso                         (1971-1972)

R. E. Sechler, CIC, Rockford                (1972-1973)

Dean Lyman, DeKalb (1973-1974)

C. Keith Smith, Springfield (1974-1975)

John R. Stone, CIC, Elgin (1975-1976)

F. G. Brown, CIC, Decatur (1976-1977)

Harold G. Nixon, Peoria                        (1977-1978)

Walter K. Blake, Arlington Heights      (1978-1979)
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Association Past Presidents
Marvin F. Uecker, CIC, Lena                (1979-1980)

Jacob P. Sommer, CIC, Oak Brook       (1980-1981)

Willard W. Bockler, Metamora             (1981-1982)

Charles C. Masching, Mattoon              (1982-1983)

Norris L. Beren, CIC, Des Plaines         (1983-1984)

Richard Bybee, CIC, Quincy                 (1984-1985)

Keith Caywood, CIC, Plano                  (1985-1986)

PIA
David H. Nixon, CIC, Peoria                 (1986-1987)

Bob H. Smeltzer, CIC, Rock Falls         (1987-1988)

Sharon K. Heaton, Pontiac                     (1988-1989)

Dave Tebben, CIC, Pekin                      (1989-1990)

R. J. Pohl, CIC, Belleville                     (1990-1991)

Tom Franzen, CIC, Mt. Olive               (1991-1992)

Association Past Presidents
John C. Alexander, CIC, Danville                  (1993)

George W. Boehm, CIC, Libertyville            (1994)

David C. Lacine, CPCU, Arlington Heights  (1995)

Don “Chip” Frank, CIC, Bloomington           (1996)

Bryce Carey, Hinckley                                   (1997)

Gary Semmer, CIC, Glen Ellyn                     (1998)

Julie M. Hearring, CIC, Olney                       (1999)

Gene Sberna, CIC, Lake Forest                     (2000)

Dino Gavanes, CIC, Itasca                           (2001)

Paul Verisario, CPIA, Inverness                    (2002)

Ken Wagler, LUTCF, Peoria                         (2003)

Brian M. McSherry, CIC, Flanagan               (2004)

IIA of IL
James W. Ander, Burr Ridge                          (2005)

Allen D. Karch, CIC, Champaign                  (2006)

Brian Konen, CIC, Aurora                             (2007)

Ken Samson, CIC, Deerfield                          (2008)

William L. Ryan, Maroa (2009)

Luke F. Praxmarer, CPCU, AAI, Palatine (2010)

Todd C. Henricks, Cerro Gordo (2011)

Thomas J. Walsh, Jr., Westmont (2012)

Philip “Mike” Beard, Mt. Vernon                   (2013)

Charles E. Hilson, South Holland (2014)

Gregory A. Sandrock, CIC, AFIS, Tampico (2015)

Cindy Jackman, CIC, CISR, Carbondale (2016)
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Association Past Presidents

Rick Sutton, Petersburg (2017)

Ryan Hite, Peoria                        (2018)

Patrick Muldowney, Chicago (2019)

Bill Wirth, Waterloo (2020)

Don Blank, Olney (2020) Honorary

George Daly, Orland Park (2021)

Jay Peterson, Clinton (2022)

Kevin Lesch, CBC, Bartlett (2023)

IIA of IL
Allyson Padilla, AAI, Olney                  (2024)
Patrick Taphorn (Pekin) (2025)

Big I Illinois

Cartwright Merit Award Recipients
1962 Frank R. Miley, CPCU, Chicago

1963 Robert L. Newell, CPCU, Ashland

1964 Harry C. Parrish, Paris

1965 N. McCullough Winters, Quincy

1966         James S. Woodworth, Jr., CPCU, Robinson

1968 Sanford H. Lederer, CPCU, Chicago

1969 Thomas K. Spraque, Jr., Joliet

1970 Robert L. Shade, Decatur

1971 George J. Nicoud, Springfield

1972 Robert B. Stitt, Palos Heights

1973 Calvin W. Schuneman, CPCU, Prophetstown

1974 Eugene F. Gallagher, Chicago

1944 Herbert L. Regan, Joliet

1946 Lyle H. Gift, Peoria

1949 Walter M. Sheldon, Chicago

1951 Merle A. Read, Joliet

1952 Emil L. Lederer, Chicago

1953 Alvin S. Keys, Springfield

1954 Alan I. Wolff, Chicago

1955 Frank H. Hawk, Peoria

1956 Lyman M. Drake, Jr., Chicago

1957 H. W. Mullins, CPCU, Rockford

1958 W. H. “Red” Redeker, Centralia

1959 Joseph F. Prola, Springfield
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Cartwright Merit Award Recipients
1991 Roy E. Robinson, CPCU, CAE, Springfield

1993 Edward W. Bowman, Burr Ridge

1993 David H. Nixon, CIC, Peoria

1995 Don Blank, Olney

1997 Sharon Heaton, CIC, Pontiac

1998 Ronald M. Whitaker, CIC, New Lenox

1999 Dale W. McNeely, Taylorville

2001 John Alexander, CIC, Danville

2003 David Lacine, CPCU, Elmhurst

2005 Kenneth E. Wagler, LUTCF, Peoria

2006 Daniel Pancake, Chicago

2007 Gary Semmer, CIC, Glen Ellyn

1975 Peter M. Wolff, Chicago

1976 Jack W. Gift, Peoria

1977 Warren Osenberg, DeKalb

1978 Jack Payan, CPCU, Palos Heights

1981 Jack E. Deveau, CPCU, Rockford

1982 Gerald L. Butts, CPCU, Moline

1983 William L. Laird, CPCU, Batavia

1985 L. Dwayne Query, Rochelle

1986 Richard B. Baker, CPCU, Chicago

1987 Arthur L. Tyler, Champaign

1988 James M. Hardesty, Peoria 

1989 Marvin Marsh, Champaign

Cartwright Merit Award Recipients
2008 Dino Gavanes, CIC, Itasca

2010 Paul Verisario, CPIA, Des Plaines

2011 Gene Sberna, CIC, Lake Forest

2012   Julie Hearring, CIC, Olney

2013 Brian M. McSherry, CIC, Pontiac

2014 Charles F. Schramm, CIC, CPCU, AAI, ARM, CRM, Deerfield

2015 Dennis W. Garrett, CIC, Taylorville

2017   Cynthia K. Jackman, CIC, Carbondale

2018   Luke Praxmarer, CPCU, AAI, Elk Grove Village

2019 Ken Samson, CIC, Northbrook

2022 Rick Sutton, Petersburg

2023 Greg Sandrock, CIC, AFIS, Tampico

2024 Bennie Jones, Chicago
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• AI Marketing Toolkit

• Google Business Profile Optimization Guide

• Social Media Content and Calendars

• Insurance Explained Videos 

• Additional Hard Market Toolkit Resources

• Digital Review Dashboard 

Communications & Marketing
Trusted Choice Resources

trustedchoice.independentagent.com
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Make sure you are taking advantage
of all your membership benefits!

Membership has its perks.

Are you making the most of your benefits?

Attention Associate Members

Hint: You aren’t.

Bookmark this page for 
quick access to your 
benefits and resources.

ilbigi.org/associate-resources
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We Make Understanding 
Insurance Tech Easy

Catalyit can help with that.

Many agencies struggle to understand, select, and implement their technology, leading 
to productivity bottlenecks that limit growth and profitability. Reaching your agency’s full 
potential requires using the right technology.

Catalyit.com/ilbigi
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